
November 1,2005 

Mr. Kevin M i n .  Cimman 
Federal C o m i c a t i o m  Comrnissxm 
445 126 Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Mattin: 

The state of Louisiana appreciates the assistance and special considerations nffm&d to E- 
mic applicants affected by Hurricane Ka~na. Because of the economic impact of two 
mjor hUmGanes hitting ow @ate within thm weeks of each othw, ow schwls and 
libraries are facing major difficulty in restoring networks. Wt r e ~ c t h l l y  r q w t  rellef 
for the Hurricane Rira-affecrcd schools and librancs in our sate. We also request relief 
undm the low income and ml healthcare programs in our state be extended to those 
affected by Hurricane Rita. We understand that the PCC likely wish3 to avoid k 
precedent ofresponding to every natural disaster. However, the combined impact of the 
sfom has put uur smtc under cxtrffne financial stress and has msde it difficult for US tcr 
respond. 

In eddition to the relief reqwSed for Hwicane Rita-affwted entities, we join the r a t e  o f  
Misissippi in respeerfuUy questing ttmt the FCC extend the opportunity for schools and 
libraries directly ~ffected by Hurricane K a h a  (and, in Louisiana. Hurricane Rim 86 

well) to file =quests for funding in funding year 2006. The tight deadlines in FCC Ordm 
05-178 and thc looming 2006 filing window have msde it almost impossible for af%ctal 
schools aad libraries ro mearungfully take advantage of the special relief. 
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